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ASsertion of Stewardship

V.

e Xeni Gwet’in First Nz _

rnment, part of six communities of

‘in Nation, re-affirm, through our
23, 1989 Nendugh Jid Gwezit'in

on , that we are the stewards of this
1 Area called the Xeni Gwet'in

r Area

We gc the Area using our Tsilhqot'in

customary laws, which come down to us P e Tiaad
from our ancestors and our existing A
membership.




~ Introduction

et’'in have a vision for how they
to be used. It is one based on
al use a: n moving forward in an
logically sustainable manner.

' I

proposed New Prosperity Mine project

~ does not honour this vision. Indeed it
threatens this vision for many years to come
and therefore the very self-determination of the
Xeni Gwet'in.




Xeni Gwet’in Sustainable
PDevelopment Vision

e have a vision for
of our Caretaker

i

onance of the Area’s ecologic

oTity;

ance of our traditional use opportunities
E;

. meaningful employment and income

eople;
Enhancement of our people’s self-reliance;
Enhancement of our community’s resilience; and,

Development of our community capacity for self-
governance.




ECOLOGICAL INTEGRITY

e envision a healthy land,
hich includes a diversity of
tact habitats with an
indance of plants, fish and
ildlife natural to the area as
]] as clean water, air and

r valuable ecosystem
services that are integral to a

healthy land.
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Ecosystem-based management zones




N EW Pruspar ty Mine Implications -
-cological Integrity

sh Lake

..
°m services :
ectivity to adjoining
ding to a badly
| dhEBil sy

tern region)

ecosystem services thru
orce them to

the degraded or a1
1 i 4 i
ed eco ems 5 st

-J o F . i
ﬁ Fragmentation




R _TIONAL USE

b .

e we have
tice our
ding:

fishing, and collecting

yur wild and domestic horses anci

(3

ttle.

traditional language and ways of

erings and ceremonies

m The obortuni to practice these traditional
ses is closely tied to the health of the land.




New Prosperity Mine
mplications - Traditional Use

ollecting from

ater wildlife fatalities from traffic
oreater recreational hunting and fishing,
t the availability of wild foods for the

nal activities in adjacent waters and
ncerns over contamination.

‘Shift traditio se into a smaller area, which will
make it harder e animals to survive and the Xeni
Gwet’in to sustain their traditional activities.

- Negatively impact traditional fishing and water
sources downstream, if there is any significant
contamination.




nable Jobs and
Income

oyment -

| at is R TT T e
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g d Value added S

e cturmg consistent
Ir ecosystem-based
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New Prosperity Mine Implications -
sustainable Jobs/Income

oyalties

wable

tin: nining jobs among the Xe
esent.

led and skilled jobs will go to

n to the mine will take away
al projects.

3 1 of the money earned will be spent
~ outside the community.

@  Uncertain what royalties will trickle down to
Xeni Gwet’in.




-reliance




NEw Prosper ity Mine Implications -
~ Self-Reliance

ommunity
yalties. -

roposed mine wi
ely impact the
nity’s plans for greater
ance by:

icting traditional food
ering
ing labour away from the

production of local goods and
~ services

= Tying the community even
closer to the cash economy




Resilience

| a resilient
eople supported by a
ersity of skills, food and | ~ -

gy systems as well as
sity of businesses and
lic services, all grounded
ealthy ecosystem and
culture.







(8¢ ity Building

othen our
nical,

gement skills :
0 enhance our se
ance capacity.




New Prosperity Mine
mplications - Capacity Building

ome opportuni
e & technical,ty

take may be small at this point.

1agement and high skill

vacities are not likely to be

ered among the Xeni Gwet'in

- (because positions will be filled
rom the outside).




Cascading Effect

= If the proposed
mine goes ahead, it
opens the door to
more mine
development in the
area, which will
compound the
effects discussed
above.




Summary

have a vision for how they want their land
1e based on historical use and on moving
ically sustainable manner.

‘proposed New Prc ity Mine project does not honour
ision. Indeed it threatens this vision for many years to
and therefore the very self-determination of the Xeni

e is any integrity to the Government’s commitment to
ation rights and the duty to consult, the Government
must honour the Xeni Gwet'in vision and disallow the New
Prosperity Mine project.




~ T'hank You
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